
 

  



 

  



 

  



 

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

 Virginia Newman 

Executive Director 

Calhoun County First Steps 

Over the past twenty years, Calhoun First Steps has served an average fifty families/children in our Parents 

as Teachers and Countdown to Kindergarten programs, with exception of last year due to COVID- 19. As an 

affiliate of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, each year we serve an average 200 children, birth to five 

years, in support of building personal home libraries for children residing in Calhoun County. 

Measure of Success shows we 1) serve 274 children directly increasing our reach of First Steps services to 

43%, 2) 29% increase in the number of children enrolled in high intensity programs funded by First Steps 

and 3) reduced the racial/ethnic gap in kindergarten readiness by 3%. These achievements were met due 

to unwavering partnerships with the United Ways of the Midlands, Tri-county Electric Trust, Calhoun County 

Council, Calhoun DSS, Calhoun DHEC, St. Matthews K-8 School and our Calhoun First Steps Board. 

 



 

  

  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

   



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

St. Matthews OCAB Head Start Program is extremely proud to  

partner with Calhoun County First Steps. We are excited about  

working together collectively to ensure our early learners  

receive the best start and a strong foundation to build on as  

they move forward. 

- Mrs. LW Hickson, Family Service Coordinator  



 

  

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 


